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Utah Working Interdisciplinary Network of Guardianship Stakeholders (WINGS)  

Thursday, October 17, 2024 - 12:00 to 2:00 p.m.  
 

 

Attended Not Present 

Judge Brian Cannell 

Sarah Box 

Deborah Brown 

Brant Christiansen 

Katie Cox 

Rob Ence  

Nels Holmgren 

 

Ann Humpherys 

Rachelle Johnson 

Eve Larsen 

Nan Mendenhall 

Dalia Morales 

Wendy Naylor 

Alan Ormsby  

 

Andrew Riggle 

Keri Sargent 

Shonna Thomas 

Holly Thorson 

Michelle Wilkes 

Kaye Lynn Wootton 

 

Guest:  

Nathanael Player 

Judge Keith Kelly 

Judge Coral Sanchez 

Rob Denton 

Wendy Fayles  

Leslie Francis  

Katie Thomson  

James Toledo 

Todd Weiler 

 

 

Agenda 
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Housekeeping 

− Meeting began at 12:05pm. 

− Housekeeping, minutes. No changes were recommended to the minutes. Katie Cox motioned to approve; 
Brant Christiansen seconded. Minutes approved. 

− Meeting adjourned at 1:56pm. 
 

Guest Presentation: Community Voices 

Shonna welcomed Nathanael Player to the meeting. Nathanael presented to WINGS on a proposal called 
Community Voices. The goal of Community Voices is to increase engagement in judicial administration 
committees from non-attorney individuals in the community who can provide insight to better improve court 
access and education for self-represented parties. It is endorsed by the Committee on Judicial Outreach and 
the Committee on Resources for Self-Represented Parties, and it is supported by the Judicial Council. WINGS is 
one example of a court committee already engaging with the community through stakeholders. Community 
Voices is looking to increase this same engagement on other court committees.  

 

WINGS Topics 

URCP Rule 26.4 

This item was deferred to a later date.   

 

Brown Bag Training – November 

The committee discussed options and ideas for preparing a training for District Court Judges in November. 
Some of the suggestions include highlighting the rights retained by a protected person (i.e., Guardianship Bill of 
Rights), abuse of guardian powers, improved education for proposed guardians, limited versus full 
guardianship and why it matters in adult guardianship petitions, the option and value of temporary and 
emergency guardianship orders, and making sure judges have all the information they need to make an 
informed ruling (e.g., criminal background disclosure for proposed guardians).   

A workgroup was formed to complete work on the training. Katie Cox, Andrew Riggle, Wendy Naylor, Eve 
Larsen, Deborah Brown, and Ann Humpherys volunteered to participate on the workgroup.  

 

Stakeholder Agency Overviews – Office of Public Guardian (OPG) 

Wendy Naylor presented to the committee on the purpose and work of the Office of Public Guardian (OPG), 
which functions as a unit of the Department of Health and Human Services, under the Division of Aging and 
Adult Services. OPG covers the entire state and serves those who are age 18 or older. OPG is the guardian of 
last resort, providing guardian and conservator services for people who have no other immediate family, or in 
situations such as where the only family has been abusive, exploitative, or neglectful to the incapacitated 
individual, or people in self-neglect situations. They typically do not take on cases where the main concern Is 
mental health or managing mental health services. Most of the individuals they serve do not have the means 
to pay for private services or legal representation. Depending on the case circumstances, OPG can serve as 
guardian on a temporary or permanent basis. OPG receives referrals from a variety of community partners, 
including hospitals, law enforcement, support coordinators, and Adult Protective Services.    
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Updates 

URCP Rule 87, GSP Funding Proposal, Utah Code 75-5-303  

There is nothing new to report at this time. These items will remain on the agenda for future meetings.  

Other Legislation 

There is nothing new to report at this time. This item will remain on the agenda for future meetings.  
 

?Other Business  

Meeting Dates 

The committee briefly discussed two upcoming WINGS meetings that may coincide with holidays. Last year 
WINGS voted to move the December meeting a week earlier. Stakeholders did not feel it was necessary to do 
the same this year.  Shonna noted that the WINGS meeting scheduled in June 2025 falls on the Juneteenth 
holiday. Some agencies observe the holiday on the Monday before or after, while others observe the specific 
day. The committee may want to consider moving the June meeting a week earlier or later to accommodate 
stakeholders.  

Criminal Background Disclosure 

A proposal has been made to add to the court forms a question asking proposed guardians to disclose any 
criminal convictions relevant to serving vulnerable adults. If the committee decides to move forward with this 
proposal, it would be brought before the Board of District Court Judges for consideration and approval. This 
item will be added to the December meeting agenda for a full discussion.   

 

Action Items 

Brown Bag Training 

− Send out a meeting invitation to the training workgroup. 

Shonna Thomas 

 

Deferred / Continuing Items 

− URCP Rule 26.4 

− UCRP 87 

− GSP Funding 

− Utah Code 75-5-303  

− Criminal Background Disclosure 
 

Next Meeting(s): 
December 19, 2024 
February 20, 2025 
April 17, 2025 
June 19, 2025 
August 21, 2025 

 


