
Kara Lee Barton, 9006
kara@bar10law.com
BARTON LAW

551 E. South Temple
Salt Lake City, UT  84102
Phone: (801) 326-8300

Attorney for Petitioner

IN THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
SALT LAKE COUNTY, STATE OF UTAH

In the matter of the marriage of:

ELIZABETH NEWLIN GIERSBROOK,

Petitioner,

vs.

CHRISTOPHER BRIAN MURPHY,

Respondent.

DECREE OF DIVORCE

Civil No. 264902264

Judge: Amanda Montague

Commissioner: Michelle Blomquist

Petitioner, Elizabeth Newlin Giersbrook (“Elizabeth”), represented by Kara Lee Barton

and  Respondent,  Christopher  Brian  Murphy  (“Christopher”),  represented  by  Amy  Hayes

Kennedy, having negotiated in good faith, executed a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement to

resolve all issues in dispute in the above-captioned divorce case. Based upon the Stipulation and

Settlement Agreement fully incorporated herein by reference and the Court, having found and

entered its Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and being otherwise fully advised,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED:

The Order of the Court is stated below:
Dated: September 29, 2026 /s/ AMANDA MONTAGUE

08:03:36 PM District Court Judge
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The parties are awarded a Decree of Divorce to become final upon signature and entry.

1. Minor Children  .  No minor children have been born as issue of this marriage, and none are

expected.

2. Alimony  .  Each party is fully capable of providing for their own support, and alimony is not

awarded to either party now or in the future.

3. Personal Property  .  During their marriage, the parties accumulated personal property that

has been distributed between them and shall be awarded as presently divided.

4. Financial Assets  :  During their marriage, the parties acquired an interest in certain financial

assets which shall be distributed and awarded, as follows: 

a. Each party shall be awarded the individual checking and savings accounts titled in

his/her respective name;

b. The parties shall split the Joint Merrill Checking account ending in x8753 as of

September 2, 2026, and thereafter, close said account;

c. Christopher shall be awarded the Merrill Brokerage account ending in 0139;

d. Christopher shall be awarded the Merrill Brokerage account ending in x2199 as his

inherited, separate property; and

e. The parties shall hold in trust for the benefit of their adult daughter or otherwise

transfer to her the Merrill Checking account ending in x4428 and the 529 Education Savings

Plan ending in x0854.

5. Business Interests  :  During the course of the marriage, Christopher acquired an interest in a

business known as G-Tech Apparel, and Christopher shall be awarded all interests, including assets
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and equity, and all liability in this business as his sole and separate asset, free of any claim by

Elizabeth, holding her harmless on any liabilities associated with this business.

6. Equalization Payment.   Within 2 weeks of entry of the Decree of Divorce based hereon,

Christopher shall pay to Elizabeth the sum certain amount of $275,787 as an equalization of the

awards and assignments contained herein and a final settlement of the parties’ post-tax marital

estate.

7. Retirement  Assets  .   During  their  marriage,  the  parties  acquired  an  interest  in  certain

retirement benefits which shall be distributed and awarded, as follows: 

a. Each party shall be awarded the Retirement assets already titled in his/her respective

names, more specifically:

(i) Elizabeth  shall  be  entitled  to  retain  the  Capital  Group/American  Funds

retirement account ending in x03-01; the Merrill retirement account ending in 7506;

and the Merrill retirement account ending in x6009.

(ii) Christopher shall be entitled to retain the Merrill IRA ending in x1274 as his

inherited,  separate  property;  the  Merill  IRA ending  in  x1926;  and  the  Merrill

retirement account ending in x8641.

b. Additionally, the sum certain equalization payment of $1,276,707, with a valuation

date of September 2, 2026, shall be transferred from Christopher’s Merrill IRA ending in

x1926 to an IRA designated by Elizabeth. Said amounts shall be adjusted for any market

gains or losses from the date of valuation until the date of actual segregation. To the extent

any Qualified Domestic  Relations Order  (QDRO) may be required to  effectuate  such a

division, the parties shall share equally the costs thereof.
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8. Debts and Obligations  .   Each party will  be responsible for paying any other debt they

individually incurred after separation, holding the other party harmless thereon. Additionally, each

party shall assume and pay the debts in their respective names, without contribution from the other.

More specifically:

a. Elizabeth shall assume, pay, and hold Christopher harmless from any loss and/or

liability arising from her Amex Platinum Card ending in x14000; the Amex Delta Skymiles

Reserve Card ending in x64006; and the Audi lease in her name.

b. Christopher shall assume, pay, and hold Elizabeth harmless from any loss and/or

liability arising from the Merrill Loan ending in x3012; the Amex Card ending in x93007;

and the Tesla lease in his name.

9. Willow Creek Membership.   Christopher shall be awarded the Willow Creek Membership,

and he alone shall be responsible for all costs thereof.

10. Attorney's Fees  .  Each party shall be required to pay their own attorney's fees and costs

incurred in connection with this matter.

11. Mutual  Cooperation  .   Each  party  shall  cooperate  with  the  other  through  counsel  or

otherwise to effect changes in title within thirty (30) days of entry of the Decree of Divorce in

this matter unless otherwise set forth above, to effect changes in property to be distributed, to

change  the  names  and  responsibilities  for  payment  on  the  charge  accounts  and  other  debts

allocated between the parties, and to cooperate in each and every other way necessary and proper

to ensure that the terms of the Decree of Divorce are carried out in every detail.

12. Execution  .  Each party shall sign any and all documents necessary to implement all of the

terms and conditions as set forth above.  
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13. Release of Claims  .  This Order shall be deemed in every sense a general release of the

parties’ claims against one another to the extent provided herein.  The parties acknowledge that

this Order has been achieved through negotiations and that this Order constitutes a good faith

settlement and compromise of the parties’ respective claims and defenses which has required the

concession by both parties of significant rights and responsibilities to which they believe they

would otherwise be entitled.

14. Waiver  of  Spousal  Rights  and  Interests  .   Pursuant  to  UTAH CODE §75-2-213(4),  the

property settlement  agreement  is  intended to be and shall  be interpreted in  all  respects as a

complete property settlement entered into after or in anticipation of separation or divorce and is a

waiver  of  all  rights  of  elective  share,  homestead  allowance,  exempt  property,  and  family

allowance by each spouse in the property of the other and a renunciation by each of all benefits

that would otherwise pass to by one spouse from the other by intestate succession or by virtue of

will, devise, trust instrument, beneficiary designation or any other succession benefit, whether

executed before the waiver or property settlement.

15. Complete  Disclosure  .   The  parties  acknowledge  that  each  has  fully  and  completely

disclosed to the other all assets of every kind and nature known to either of them in which either

party may have any interest whatsoever, and that this Order encompasses and deals with all such

assets  and  that  there  are  no  assets  or  liabilities  contingent  or  otherwise  that  have  not  been

disclosed in connection with the final settlement of this matter and as herein set forth and to be

distributed between the parties.  If an asset is discovered that was not disclosed to the other party

prior to entry of the Decree of Divorce and the asset is determined to be marital property, the

asset or its value shall be awarded to the other party.
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16. Tax Advice  .  The parties acknowledge that they have been separately advised by their

respective attorneys that there may be certain tax consequences pertaining to this Order, that

neither attorney has furnished tax advice with respect to this Order, that each party has been

directed and advised to  obtain independent  tax advice from qualified tax accountants  or tax

counsel and that they have had the opportunity to do so.

17. Modification and Waiver  .  No modification or waiver of any of the terms of this Order

shall be valid unless in writing and signed by the parties to this action and subsequently approved

by the Court.  No waiver of any breach or default hereunder shall be deemed a waiver of any

subsequent breach or default of the same or similar nature.

18. Resolution of Future Disputes  .  The parties agree that, in the event of a dispute regarding

this  Order,  they will  mediate  with a mutually  acceptable mediator  and split  the cost equally

before initiating court action.  Actions to enforce any term of this Order shall not be subject to

the requirement to mediate before seeking court remedies.

***END OF THE ORDER***

In accordance with the Utah State District Court's Efiling Standard No. 4, and URCP 
Rule 10(e), this Order does not bear the handwritten signature of the Judge, but instead displays 
an electronic signature at the upper right-hand corner of the first page of this Order.

Approved as to form:

/s/   Amy Hayes Kennedy
Amy Hayes Kennedy
Attorney for Respondent
(electronically signed with permission
via email dated 09/28/2026)
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