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Rule 6-702. Debt Collection and Housing Action Division Commissioners. 1 

 2 

Intent: 3 

To identify, as required by Utah Code section 78A-5-107(8), the types of cases and matters 4 

Debt Collection and Housing Action Division Commissioners are authorized to hear and the 5 

types of relief Division Commissioners may order or recommend, and to establish procedures 6 

for the timely judicial review of recommendations and orders made by Division Commissioners. 7 

Applicability: 8 

This rule applies to Division Commissioners serving in the Debt Collection and Housing Action 9 

Division established in Rule 6-701. 10 

 11 

Statement of the Rule: 12 

(1) Definitions. 13 

 14 

(1)(A) “District Chair” is as defined in Rule 3-201.01. 15 

(1)(B) “Division” is as defined in Rule 6-701. 16 

(1)(C) “Division Commissioner” is as defined in Rule 3-201.01. 17 

(2) Types of cases and matters. Division Commissioners are authorized to hear all debt 18 

collection and housing action matters transferred to the Division. 19 

 20 

(3) Duties of Division Commissioner. Under the general supervision of the District Chair, a 21 

Division Commissioner has the following duties in debt collection and housing 22 

actions transferred to the Division: 23 

 24 

(3)(A) handle pretrial procedural aspects of the case until the case is certified for trial; 25 

 26 

(3)(B) conduct occupancy hearings, motion hearings, and other hearings consistent with 27 

applicable statutes and rules; 28 

 29 

(3)(C) refer appropriate cases to alternative dispute resolution programs if available; 30 

 31 

(3)(D) certify cases that appear to require a hearing or trial before the district court judge 32 

to the district court; and 33 

 34 

(3)(E) handle post-judgment proceedings. 35 

 36 

(4) Authority of Division Commissioner. Subject to the limitations outlined in this rule, 37 

Division Commissioners will have the following authority: 38 

 39 

(4)(A) all duties and responsibilities conferred by statute, the Rules of Civil Procedure, 40 

and this rule; 41 
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 42 

(4)(B) upon notice, to require the personal appearance of parties and their counsel at 43 

hearings before the Division Commissioner or district court; 44 

 45 

(4)(C) issue temporary orders; 46 

 47 

(4)(D) issue orders resolving non-dispositive motions; 48 

 49 

(4)(E) conduct pretrial conferences with the parties and their counsel; 50 

 51 

(4)(F) issue pretrial scheduling orders, discovery orders, and orders resolving statement 52 

of discovery issues; 53 

 54 

(4)(G) issue orders imposing sanctions against any party who fails to comply with the 55 

commissioner’s requirements of attendance or production of discovery; 56 

 57 

(4)(H) conduct settlement conferences with the parties and their counsel; 58 

 59 

(4)(I) issue orders referring appropriate cases to alternative dispute resolution programs 60 

if available; 61 

 62 

(4)(J) conduct occupancy hearings in accordance with Utah Code section 78B-6-810 63 

and make recommendations of findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a proposed order 64 

to the district court judge; 65 

 66 

(4)(K) conduct hearings in accordance with Utah Code section 78B-6-810 and make 67 

recommendations of findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a proposed order to the 68 

district court judge; 69 

 70 

(4)(L) conduct hearings in accordance with Utah Code section 78B-6-812 and make 71 

recommendations of findings of fact, conclusions of law, and a proposed order to the 72 

district court judge; 73 

 74 

(4)(M) issue orders on motions to stay enforcement of an order of restitution or 75 

judgment; 76 

 77 

(4)(N) conduct hearings for the purpose of taking evidence or proffers of evidence, 78 

except in cases previously certified to the district court; 79 

 80 

(4)(O) make recommendations to the district court regarding any issue, including a 81 

recommendation for the entry of final judgment; 82 

 83 

(4)(P) issue orders imposing sanctions for contempt of court, subject to de novo review 84 

by the district court judge; 85 
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 86 

(4)(Q) conduct hearings in aid of writs in accordance with Rules 64 and 64A of the Utah 87 

Rules of Civil Procedure; and 88 

 89 

(4)(R) issue orders resolving objections to writs or motions to discharge writs, and orders 90 

to show cause in accordance with Rules 64, 64A, 64B, 64C, 64D, and 64E of the Utah 91 

Rules of Civil Procedure; 92 

 93 

(5) Prohibitions. 94 

 95 

(5)(A) Division Commissioners must not make final adjudications or enter final, 96 

appealable orders. 97 

 98 

(5)(B) Division Commissioners must not serve as pro tempore judges in any matter, 99 

unless authorized by Supreme Court rule. 100 

(6) Judicial review. 101 

 102 

(6)(A) A recommendation of a Division Commissioner is not an order of the court. 103 

 104 

(6)(B) An order of a Division Commissioner is the order of the court until modified by the 105 

court. 106 

 107 

(6)(B)(i) All orders made by a Division Commissioner are subject to review by the 108 

district court pursuant to this rule and applicable rules of civil procedure or local 109 

rules. 110 

 111 

(6)(B)(ii) Review of a Division Commissioner’s order by the district court judge is 112 

de novo; neither party is required to show a change in circumstances, and no 113 

deference may be given to the commissioner’s decision. Countersigning a 114 

Division Commissioner order does not constitute de novo review. 115 

 116 

(6)(B)(iii) A party may file a written objection to a Division Commissioner’s order 117 

within 14 days after the order is made in open court or, if the Division 118 

Commissioner takes the matter under advisement, within 14 days after the 119 

written order is served.  120 

 121 

Effective: November 1, 2026 122 


