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Advisory Committee Notes.

2018 Amendments

An overwhelming number of cases filed in the courts, especially debt collection cases, result in the entry
of an uncontested judgment. The work required in most cases to obtain an uncontested judgment does
not typically depend on the amount at issue. As such, the prior schedule of fees based on the amount of
damages has been eliminated, and instead replaced by a single fee upon entry of an uncontested
judgment that is intended to approximate the work required in the typical case. A second amount is
provided where the case is contested and fees are allowed, again in an effort to estimate the typical cost
of litigating such cases. Where additional work is required to collect on the judgment, the revised rule
provides a default amount for writs and certain motions and eliminates the “considerable additional
efforts” limitation of the prior rule. It also recognizes that defendants often change jobs, and thus provides
for such default amounts to vary depending on whether a new garnishee is required to collect on the
outstanding amount of the judgment. Thus, the amended rule attempts to match the scheduled amounts
to the work required of attorneys, rather than tying the scheduled amounts solely to the damages claimed.
But the rule remains flexible so that when attorney fees exceed the scheduled amounts, a party remains

free to file an affidavit requesting appropriate fees in accordance with the rule.



