
CR540 Use of Force in Defense of Property. 
 

A defendant is justified in using force, other than deadly force, against another person to defend real or 
personal property when and to the extent [he][she] reasonably believes the force is necessary to prevent or 
terminate the other person’s criminal interference with real or personal property.  
 
The property must have been: 
• lawfully in the defendant's possession; or 
• lawfully in the possession of a member of the defendant's immediate family; or 
• belonging to a person whose property the defendant has a legal duty to protect. 
  
In determining reasonableness, you must consider: 
• the apparent or perceived extent of the damage to the property; 
• property damage previously caused by the other person; 
• threats of personal injury or damage to property that have been made previously by the other person;  
• any patterns of abuse or violence between the defendant and the other person; and 
• any other relevant factor. 
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