
CR533 Defense of Self or Others – No Duty to Retreat. 

A defendant does not have a duty to retreat from another person’s use or threatened use of unlawful 
force before using force to defend [himself/herself] or a third party as long as the defendant is in a 
place where [he/she] has lawfully entered or remained.  

However, if the defendant was the aggressor or was engaged in combat by agreement, the defendant 
must withdraw from the encounter and effectively communicate to the other person [his/her] intent 
to do so.  If the other person nevertheless continues or threatens to continue the use of unlawful 
force, the defendant no longer has the duty to retreat. 
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